
 
 

 
Positions open for Research Assistants and Associates 
 
What is the Bioeconomy? 
 
Biotechnology is emerging as a key player in economies of all leading developed countries. 
It is on the list of top 10 emerging technologies at the World Economic Forum 2012. The 
bioeconomy (economic activity generated from research and innovation in biotechnology 
and relevant fields) makes 2% of GDP in the US and about 2.5% of GDP in China, which 
indicates it being a multi-billion-dollar sector. This includes biotech drugs, agriculture, 
industrial biotech and the bio-services industries. 

Pakistan has a bioeconomy worth 1.6% of its GDP, but it is almost completely dependent 
on genetically modified cotton. And our Energy, Health and Industry sectors have hardly 
benefited from the millions of dollars invested in Higher Education. This is an alarming state 
but at the same time, provides a substantial opportunity.  

One key hurdle in the development of Pakistan’s bioeconomy, is the serious dearth of data 
and knowledge regarding both our national capacity when it comes to cutting-edge areas 
of biotechnology, like synthetic biology, computational biology and others, and market 
opportunities in different areas, including health, agriculture, pharma, livestock, energy and 
the chemical industries. 
 
What is JCB? 
 
The Joint Bioeconomy Institute (JCB) is the sole biotechnology think tank in Pakistan, which 
aims to fill our knowledge gap by compiling important data, mapping our existing 
capacities and developing strategies and a roadmap for the future of our biotech sector. 
 
JCB is an interdisciplinary centre with researchers from diverse fields, ranging from 
Biotechnology, Agriculture, Livestock, Public Health and other Biological Sciences to 
Business, Management, Economics and Finance. 
 
We are currently seeking Research Assistants and Associates. This can be a full-time or a 
part-time contract depending on the candidate and his/her situation.  
 
 
 



Eligibility Criteria 
 

• A Masters degree with a research dissertation in Biotechnology, Agriculture, 
Livestock, Public Health, Biological Sciences, Business, Economics or 
Finance. Exceptional undergrads can also apply. 

• Strong analytical, communication, presentation and writing skills, 
demonstrated through prior experience. 

• Passionate about biology and biotechnology and its potential impact on our 
economy and society in general. 

• Restlessness to contribute to our national progress. 
• Desire to work in an open and collaborative environment. 
• Ability to work both, independently and in teams.  
• Background in relevant research projects will be a bonus. 
• For fresh graduates, extracurricular engagement in relevant projects will be a 

bonus. 
• Strong oral communication in English will be a bonus. 

 
Placement benefits 
 

• Immersion in a fast-paced startup environment with a rich hands-on 
experience in strategy, market landscaping, project planning, data 
acquisition, data analysis and project writing/reporting. 

• Opportunity to interact and network with globally renowned scientists, 
experts and entrepreneurs from world-class institutions in the area. 

• Opportunity to convert into a full-time Research Associate position following 
up on the placement. 

• Career advice from leading scholars in the field. 
• Experience certificate upon completion of the placement. 
• A monthly allowance for travel/transport, depending on the candidate. 
• Performance based recommendations (written letters or LinkedIn) for future 

job and study applications. 
 

Application timeline 
 
If you are interested and you fulfill, you can fill out the form at http://bit.ly/jcb_positions.  
Successful candidates will be invited for an interview. 
 
If you have any questions please do get in touch at faisal@cecos.edu.pk.  
 
Recruitment is on a rolling basis till the positions are filled. 
 
JCB values diversity and is an equal opportunity employer.  
 
 

‘The most important omics is econ-omics’. 
- Sydney Brenner, Biologist, Nobel laureate. 


